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Introduction 
 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) Office of Investigations (OI) conducted an investigation related to the August 5, 2015 
release of mine water at the Gold King Mine (GKM) in response to the following: 
 
1. In an August 12, 2015, letter to Inspector General Arthur A. Elkins Jr., Representatives of 

the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, House of Representatives, 
Congress of the United States, requested the EPA OIG to conduct an independent 
investigation of the August 5, 2015 release of approximately three million gallons of 
mine water from the GKM in Silverton, Colorado. 
 

2. In a September 2, 2015, letter to the OIG, , Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), identified seven assertions alleged to be 
factually inaccurate that were made in a report issued by  

regarding DNR’s roles and responsibilities with respect to the release of 
mine water from the GKM on August 5, 2015. 
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In 2008, the Colorado Division of Reclamation Mining & Safety (DRMS) a division within 
DNR constructed a discharge diversion structure to prevent future mine water saturation at 
the GKM Level 7 adit.  In 2009, DRMS developed a plan that called for: 
 

1) all four GKM adits to be backfilled; and 
2) a pipe to be installed to divert the discharge. 

 
Between 2009 and 2011, the GKM Level 7 mine saw a decrease in average flow rates from 
approximately 200 gpm to 140 gpm. 
 
In 2014, the EPA planned to expose the GKM adit and was working with DRMS and the 
Animas River Stakeholder Group (ARSG) to identify actions that might be needed to reduce 
contaminant loading at Cement Creek and downstream waters.  On September 11, 2014, 
prior to the beginning of site work, the flow rate was reportedly less than 13 gpm.  
Excavation work in 2014 discovered pipes in the adit tunnel blockage and additional pipes 
were installed into the same blockage, which were used to capture ongoing mine water 
drainage.  This 2014 excavation work was suspended after the adit was backfilled and 
compacted with additional loads of crushed rock to maintain a stable surface at the adit for 
potential future work. 
 
In 2015, the EPA resumed its plan to reopen the GKM adit.  In January and May 2015, the 
ARSG held public meetings at which the EPA and DRMS presented their plans for work to 
be completed at the RBM.  Because the RBM and GKM were interconnected, once the 
bulkhead at the RBM was installed, the process to open the GKM was to commence.  
According to information provided by DRMS, approximately three million gallons of mine 
runoff was released continuously through the discharge pipe from the GKM every 10 days 
prior to the August 5, 2015, blowout. 
 
On August 4, 2015, excavation began in the area leading up to and alongside the GKM adit 
to remove consolidated soil and debris.  The excavation goal was to expose, but not remove, 
the adit blockage.  During this excavation, the adit blockage and mine timbers were exposed. 
 
On August 5, 2015, excavation resumed above the previously exposed GKM adit blockage.  
During this excavation: (a) the ramp built to excavate above the GKM adit blockage made 
contact with the blockage, (b) the excavated soil from above the adit “buried” the adit 
blockage, (c) a large rock fell down and away from the unexcavated soil, and (d) water began 
to spurt out at or just slightly above the GKM adit brow.  It took approximately 3 - 4 minutes 
for the spurt to grow into a flow of discolored water.  It then took approximately 1 hour 
before the peak flow subsided. 
 

Details 
 

Allegation 1 has two subparts as noted below, with the information surrounding both findings 
located in the narrative portion following subpart 1(b). 
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EPA Internal Review of August 5, 2015 Gold King Mine Blowout 
available at 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/
new_epa_nmt_gold_king_internal_review_report_aug_24_2015
fnldated_redacted.pdf
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16 pages of drawings/handritten notes withheld in full under (b)(5), (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C)
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333 pages of Interview transcipt withheld under Exemptions b(5) - deliberative process, (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(7)(E)
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Exhibit 6 is 
contained within 

Exhibit 5 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

64 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
 

Exhibit 7 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

65 of 145 (Set 2)















 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

72 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

73 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
 

Exhibit 8 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

74 of 145 (Set 2)











 
 
 

Exhibit 9 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

79 of 145 (Set 2)





















 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

89 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

90 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
 

Exhibit 10 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

91 of 145 (Set 2)















 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

98 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

99 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

100 of 145 (Set 2)







 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

103 of 145 (Set 2)







 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

106 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

107 of 145 (Set 2)



 
 
 

Exhibit 11 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

108 of 145 (Set 2)













 
 
 

Exhibit 12 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

114 of 145 (Set 2)













 
 
 

Exhibit 13 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

120 of 145 (Set 2)











 
 
 

Exhibit 14 

 
 
Released via FOIA EPA-HQ-2018-007549 (Interim 2)

 
 

125 of 145 (Set 2)











EPA Internal Review of August 5, 2015 Gold King Mine Blowout 
available at 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/
new_epa_nmt_gold_king_internal_review_report_aug_24_2015
fnldated_redacted.pdf
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25 pages of rebuttal report withheld in full under Exemptions (b)(5), (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C)
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Due to Exhibit 17 (Bureau of 
Reclamation Report) being 
protected, the report can be 

located at 
https://www.usbr.gov/docs/g

oldkingminereport.pdf 
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